August 30, 1956

Dr. Tolfrom Heumann
Botanisches Institute
Braunachwelg, Cermeny

Dasr Dy, Heunann:

T was happy to recelve your letter of August 27th and to learn of the
progress of your plans. You will have to make your own decisions as to the
most productive time for your visit, with the following conslderetlons:

1. My wife and I are plenning &n extansive trip ourselves next summer
(to Australia). If these plans are effected, we will be away from the laboratory
from June 1 to Osctober 1 1957. If you did not come, say, until December 1,
that would leave only six months during which we could work closely together.
However, the laboratory will not be closed; in addition to my students and
assistants, thers will ulso be Asst. Profesgor Morton (whose specialiy is in
human genetics, but is working here for the tinc),

2. On the other hand, next ypar would be a particularly convenient and
appropriate time for crtologleul studies, as I will be deeply invelved in them
mysalf in comnection with conjugation and ulso the gene'lc properiies of prutoplasts
in ¥, coli,

May I offer the followlng alternatived for your consideration:

1) that you make every possible effort {as I am sure you will anyhow] to leave
as early, say,as October. If you wished to stay.at Wisconsin beyond June 1, you
might finc it convenient to spend the summer months either travelling in the U.S.
or perhaps working with Professor Wilson. I cannot speak for him on the availability
of laboretory space, but I knus he would be intereste” in a demonstration of some
pL your reports on nitrogen-fixation.

2) that if you cannct come here in October, come in January, or whenever would
be convenlent for you, and plan to extend your visit for a full year. From January
to June you could work with me, from June to September travel or malte arrange-
ments to work with Professor Wilson, or some other pkazn, and coms bacik to my
laboratery upon my return, for the remzinder of your visit.

3) postpone your visit until the f£all of 1957.

As I have already indicated, you will be welcome under ony of these arrangem nts
and you will have to make the best accomcdation to your own needss

I am enclosing a preliminary note on conjugation in E. coil, It i1s important to
emphaslize that these observations achieve their full significance because of the
demonstration that the conjugation is directly cdérrelated with the exchangs of
genetic markers. I am hopeful we can make a comparable test with your material.

Yours sincerely,

Joshua Lederberg



